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At GVBC, we seek to glor ify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 

GV BC M I SSI O N  

ST A T EM ENT  

Helping people discov er Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 
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Issue 20 SPIRIT 
Dear church family, 

As the pastor to college-age students, I've talked to a 
number of young people who have left various churches 
[including our own] for a wide range of reasons. Some of 
them had valid reasons for leaving a particular body of 
believers while others, in my opinion, have left for selfish 
reasons. 

In choosing to write about this, my agenda is not to convince people 
to stay at GVBC, but rather to encourage people to follow Jesus at 
GVBC. 

I’ve recently been stirred to greater affections for the Church by 
reading a book entitled, “Called to Stay” by Caleb Breakey. In his 
book, he says many people attend church each week who are 
“uninvolved and disgruntled, or are wholly committed but simply 
frustrated”. 

In speaking of these people, he says, what many of them fail to see is 
leaving a church is easy, but healing that church is hard. Furthermore, 
it’s not enough to just stay at a church. It’s what we do in our churches 
that matters. We need to stop running away in search for the perfect 
church and instead we need to start doing what Jesus has 
commanded of us in helping to perfect the Church toward maturity 
and Christlikeness. 

In all honesty, I know every church has its own particular set of issues 
and the grass may always appear greener on the other side. But what 
if Jesus is calling you to infiltrate our church and start loving it from the 
inside out, becoming the change agent yourself? 

If GVBC is your home church, then we need you. For the glory of God 
and the witness of His Church in this world, we need each one of you. 
And, I pray we would learn to love the Church just as Jesus loves His 
bride [Eph.5:25-27] and in so doing, we commit ourselves anew to 
working in our own trenches and building one another up for His work 
in this world. 

I love this church and I'm excited to be on mission with you! 

For His glory, 

Pastor Chris Koga 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 
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Our Harvest Festival is almost here 

Can you believe it is already October?  The Harvest Festival will soon be upon us. 
This annual church event is a great opportunity for us to reach out to those in our 
immediate community and share the Gospel with them. We still need volunteers to 
help out. To see how you can help, please see article on page 7. 

2014 Budget time 

This is also the time of year when our various ministries f inalize their budgets for the 
following year. At the October meeting, your Board reviewed the budget proposed for 

2014. The budget ref lects the priorities, goals, and plans of  each ministry and is a tangible ref lection of  
where we, as a church, will commit our resources for the following year. Your Board approved the 
budget and moved to submit it to the congregation for approval at the Annual Election Meeting on 
Sunday, November 10 at 12:30 p.m. in the Community Hall [see article on page 3]. 

New member applications approved 

Your Board approved the membership applications of  four individuals. Three of  them are joining the 
church af ter being baptized while one is joining via Christian experience. 

Delegates approved to attend the ABCLA 2013 annual meeting 

A number of pastoral staff and board members were slated to attend the American Baptist Churches of  
Los Angeles 2013 Annual Meeting. This is a gathering of  representatives f rom the various American 
Baptist Churches in the greater Los Angeles area to discuss and vote on issues affecting the region. 
Your Board approved these individuals to represent GVBC as delegates to the business meeting. 

Our expenses exceeded our revenue 

GVBC church revenue for the month of August was $95,321 while expenses were $115, 381. Therefore, 
expenses exceeded revenue for the month. However, cumulative net revenue for the year so far was a 
positive $66,297. Last year at this time we had a cumulative net loss of $51,305 so we continue to see 
an amazing turnaround in 2014. For September, preliminary revenue was $117,405 over f ive Sundays. 
This is comparable to the $117,713 the church received in September 2012 which also had f ive 
Sundays. 

Our bank refi loan is moving along 

Wes Harada, our Treasurer, updated us on the Union Bank loan ref inance proposal which we have 
been dealing with for the last several months. The interest rate for part of the proposal has now been 
locked in. The bank will be conducting an appraisal of  the building and we expect a commitment letter 
f rom the bank in the near future. 

Attendance has stabilized and growing 

Pastor Steve reported that attendance at our worship services has stabilized and we are actually seeing 
growth in attendance. 

Candidates ready to service on the 2014 Board 

Our vice moderator, Stan Terasaki, chairs the Nominating Committee which is responsible for identifying 
and contacting candidates for various positions on the Board and the Personnel Committee. Stan 
updated your Board on candidates willing to serve on the Board ,starting in 2014. Stan will submit these 
names to the congregation for voting approval at the November Annual Election Meeting. 

GVBC church members are strongly encouraged to attend the Annual Election Meeting to vote on the 
proposed 2014 church general fund budget and the slate of  candidates for the incoming Board positions 
starting next year. 

Until next month . . . 

OCTOBER BOARD REPORT 
BY DAVID CHENG, MODERATOR 
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gardena valley baptist church 

ANNUAL 

ELECTION 

MEETING 
sunday, november 10th  
12:30 pm – Community Hall 
bring your own sack lunch 
OR purchase a boxed lunch  
from L & L’s 
(Includes: BBQ chicken, 
rice & macaroni salad) 
DEADLINE to order is Sunday, Nov. 3 

cost: $5555 

Getting to Know the 2014 GVBC Board Nominees 
The Nominating Committee is recommending the following GVBC members for positions on the Board 
of  Deacons. If  elected at the Annual Election Meeting on Sunday, November 10, each of  them will serve 
a three-year term. 

Akikazu “Aki” Abe (Member-at-Large) is married to Rei and they have three children, 
Samuel, Marie and Sophie. Aki was baptized at Nakano Church - Tokyo Japan in 
1987. Rei and Aki came to the United States in 1992 and have been GVBC church 
members for nine years. Aki chaired the Nichigo Pastor Search Committee in 2011 
and has served as coordinator of the Nichigo Men’s Group for two years. He is active 
in the Monday night volleyball and every f irst Saturday of the month with the GVBC 
Work Day Warriors. 

Linda Hayashi (Member-at -Large) is married to Rex and they have 
two young adult daughters, Tina and Grace. Linda was baptized at 

GVBC in 1979 and has been a member for over 30 years. She currently serves on 
the Missions Committee and is a nursery volunteer. She also enjoys being part of  
GVBC's Crocheting Crusaders and the Senior Exercise Class, and she makes 
balloon animals with her family at ministry events to reach out to the community. 

James “Jim” Kawashima (Vice Moderator) is married to Karen 
with four adult children and two grandsons, Jacob (4-1/2 years) and James Luke (2 
months). Jim was baptized and became a member of GVBC in 2006. He has served 
previously on the Board of  Deacons as a Member-at-Large and Treasurer and in 
several ministries, including Finance, Property, Greeters and Choir.  Jim currently 
serves on the Missions Committee. One of  his favorite things to “do” are watching his 
kids and grandkids in their physical activities. He has many "favorite" verses in the 
Bible, but he focuses on John 14:6 and what Jesus says, "I am the way and the truth 
and the life, no one comes to the Father but through Me." 

Joanne Morimoto (Assistant Treasurer) attended GVBC f rom junior high through post 
college, participated in the youth groups, taught Sunday school and served as a youth 
leader for Inter-high, Sr. High and College groups. She also served on the Drama Ministry 
and the Finance Committee. In 1980 she was baptized by Shin Asami. She later moved 
to Burbank and transferred her membership to Glendale Japanese Free Methodist 
Church where she was the youth director for about a year and a half  and served on the 
board for 10+ years. Joanne had the opportunity to go on mission trips to Brazil, Af rica — 
twice — and Mexico. After moving back to Gardena and visiting various churches in the 
area, she decided to bring her membership back to GVBC in September of 2010. 
Professionally, Joanne has been in the treasury cash management area in the 

entertainment industry for most of her career (Disney and Paramount). Currently she works in 
Participations accounting at CBS. She enjoys traveling and seeing God’s creation all over the world. 
She also enjoys being entertained, whether it’s through theater, television, movies, sports or concerts. 
Joanne appreciates the gif ts He has given to so many and believes one of her gifts is being in the 
audience. Currently, she participates in two small groups and enjoys the fellowship at GVBC. 
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Pete and Sheryl Silzer, Wycliffe Bible Translators 

    It's a busy schedule to the end of the year!  In early October, Sheryl attended the 
International Language and Culture Congress in Colorado Springs, CO. This was followed 
by attending the Salvation Army Conference which was held in Chicago in mid-October. At 
the end of  October, Sheryl will be in L.A. for a board meeting. In mid-November she’ll 
travel to Baltimore to present a paper at the Evangelical Theological Society. During the 
f irst part of  December, she will be participating in the World Gospel Mission Conference 
by leading parts of  the Cultural Self -Discovery Workshop in Marion, IN. Sheryl thanks you 
for your prayers. A lump she found under her chin disappeared so she doesn't need 

surgery.  "Praise the Lord!" she exclaims. Sheryl requests prayer for God's wisdom as she prepares for future 
conferences and next year's schedule. She wants to be open to His leading and guiding.  "Thank you for your 
continued support through prayers. I couldn't do this without you," Sheryl writes. 
Egla Tingson, Asian Christian Outreach, Philippines 

    Max & Grace Hughes praise God because their mother, Egla — who is 89 years old — continues 
to be active in ministry [Greg passed away in April 2010]. The school year is now into its third month 
with 700 students enrolled at Fortress College in the Philippines. During Christ Emphasis Week, 
280 decisions were made for Christ!  ASCO has 35 outreaches. The circuit coordinators are starting 
Bible classes on the book of  Romans for all the outreaches. They are committed to God's work, with 
some of them requiring travel on motorbikes to the mountains for ministry.  
    Max, Grace, and Egla request prayer that God provide for all the ministry needs. These include: 
God's guidance and good health for all the ASCO pastors and workers; God's wisdom for the leaders of  the 
men and women's Bible study groups; outreaches will be strengthened in their walk with the Lord; and students 
will know Christ and also experience his peace and joy. 
Fred & Jane Tanaka, Child Evangelism Fellowship, Japan 

     Congratulations, Fred!  Fred celebrated 50 years of  ministry in October. A special 

celebration was held on October 5 in Fred's honor. Also, God blessed the area where the 
Tanakas live. They were not affected by typhoon #18 which ravaged many parts of  Japan. 

People in those affected areas had to evacuate their homes. On September 22 about 24 

people who were involved in erecting the new church building, attended worship service 

followed by "Putting-the-Roof-on-the-Building" ceremony. During the month of  September, 

Fred and Jane were both blessed by the AP Conference which offered solid Bible teaching 

and great workshops. It was all pertinent to the Tanakas' ministry as well. 

     Prayer requests include the f inalization on the bilingual publication of Allegra McBirney's, “God's Amazing 

Animals" as well as for many co-laborers who did much of the work. Please pray for the Tanakas' health, as 
well as what the Lord has planned for their ministry in the latter years. Also, please pray for all the teacher-

training classes and clubs which are being held at the different Child Evangelism Fellowship headquarters in 

Japan. 
Jim and Leta Van Meter, Paraclete Mission Group, Colorado 

    This past summer, God graced the Van Meters with ministry to many missionaries f rom 

multiple agencies. The OC Personnel Enrichment Program (PEP) included missionaries 

f rom 12 countries with combined adults, children, and staff , making a total of over 100. It 

was a special blessing for them to see missionaries who had gone through their pre-f ield 

training many years ago.  "What great joy to see this fruit that remains," Jim wrote. Debbie 

Smith — Senior Director of Personnel, OC — aff irmed the Van Meters by writing, "Much 
deep ministry of  truth and heart-healing happened this summer and you were both such a precious and 

signif icant part of  that. Thank you for furthering the Kingdom by blessing us!"  From September 19-21, Jim 

attended the MissioNexus "STAND" Conference in Dallas, Texas. From September 24-29, Leta joined personal 

retreat with a missionary woman in the mountains outside of Colorado Springs. From September 30-October 4, 

the Van Meters will be participating in the Paraclete Mission Group Conference, YMCA, Estes Park, CO. It will 

be the first time in 18 months for all the Paraclete missionaries to gather, encourage, and mutually minister to 

one another. Thank you for keeping the Van Meters and all our missionaries in prayer. 

OUR MISSION FIELD 
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Our prayers and condolences to those who have lost loved ones 

� Judi Kitano & Mike Yogi and family in the passing of Judi’s mother, Toshiko Kitano, who passed 
away the evening of Monday, October 7. The funeral service will be at GVBC on Friday, October 25 
at 11:00 a.m. Pastor Steve Langley will off iciate. 

Letters from our church family 

�  Dear GVBC, Thank you very much for the f loral arrangement that you sent to Dad’s memorial 
service [Hideyuki Takamori] The f lowers were very beautiful. We know Dad really appreciated the 
anthuriums that were included in the f loral arrangement. Dad always enjoyed receiving anthuriums 
f rom family and f riends because they reminded him of  his life while growing up in Hawaii. Thank you 
very much for your prayers and condolences. Your kindness, support and generosity are a blessing 
to us during this diff icult time. Thanks you again for everything. With warmest regards, Gil & 
Seandae, Alvin & Debbie Takamori 

� Dear Church Family & Friends, The past few weeks were very overwhelming in many ways, with 
hard times and blessings. It was very hard to watch what Dennis [Kari’s husband] had to go through. 
At the same time, we are thankful for the extra f ive weeks we had with him. We had many special 
moments that will always be remembered. He fought so hard to get better and the doctors and 
nurses fought so hard to get him better. But, it was not meant to be. Your prayers, encouraging 
words, food, f lowers, gas cards, parking, gift cards, monetary gifts and visits were a blessing to us. A 
special HUGE thank you to Jody [Komae] for being there f rom the f irst night, her updates and 
wonderful blog!  What would I have done without her! Our hearts have been so touched by every 
kindness shown to us. The thankfulness I have is so deep it makes me cry every time I think of what 
everyone had done. Please accept our deepest thank you f rom our hearts. Love, Kari Maeda & 
Family 

We spotted you in the news 

� There were several GVBCers spotted in a big write-up in the Thursday, September 26 Gardena 

Valley News in an article titled “Going to Town on 14th Annual Clean-up Day”. On Saturday, 
September 21, the Neighborhood Ministry, led by Pastor James Chang, participated in our annual 
Keep Gardena Beautiful event along with many volunteers f rom the community. Pastor James was 
pictured receiving — on behalf  of  GVBC — a Certif icate of Appreciation f rom Gardena Mayor Pro 
Tem Dan Medina. GVBC led approximately 100 volunteers to help clean up and beautify Gardena. A 
f ree lunch was served at Mas Fukai Park for all volunteers and commemorative T-shirts were also 
given to those who participated. Also pictured was Tomiko Uyema and Naomi Osato [one of Pastor 
Eiji & Emi Osato’s daughters], cutting shrubbery at the Willows Wetland Reserve. Brandon Hirano 
was pictured painting an east wall along Normandie Avenue. On page 16 Rick Taira’s picture was 
spotted. Rick was collecting trash near the railroad tracks on Normandie Avenue, near Artesia 
Boulevard. Great job everyone! 

� GVBCer James Ogawa [husband of  Yuri Ogawa] was spotted in several pictures in the Fall 2013 
The Torch: Go For Broke National Education Center Newsletter. In an articled titled “Vietnam 
exposed ugly realities of  War: Decorated soldier found strength in Nisei example,” James — a100th 
Infantry Battalion veteran — was pictured with his grandson, Ethan Tom. Also he was spotted in a 
picture along with two other veterans, throwing the ceremonial f irst pitch at the Japanese American 
Community Night at Dodger Stadium on July 12. James was also spotted in a photo in an article 
titled “Japan’s minister for foreign affairs visits Go For Broke Monument.” The monument is located 
in Little Tokyo. James stood with several other veterans along with Fumio Kishida, the Japanese 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, and several other dignitaries. 

FAMILY NEWS 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event 
in the subject line]. You can also 
contact event leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

 

� Pastoral Staff Appreciation Month 
October is our annual Pastoral Staff Appreciation 
Month. You can send cards or letters to the off ice 
for our Pastoral Staff to show how much you 
appreciate all the hard work they’ve done all year 
long. On Sunday, October 27, we will be 
recognizing our pastoral staff and their spouses 
during both worship services. Here are our Pastoral 
Staff members: Pastors Steve Langley, Daniel 
Matsuda, Eiji Osato, James Chang, Annette 
Kakimoto, Chris Koga; Pastoral Intern Layne 
Wakuta — Middle School; Elementary Children’s 
Director Susan Wakuta; Nursery Director Michelle 
Koga; Worship Coordinator J.J. Frey. 

� Pastor Ron’s Bible Study Class 

� OASIS: Wednesdays, 6:30 — 8:00 p.m., room 218. 
[NOTE: NO meeting on October 30 due to Harvest 
Festival set up]. 

� Basic Christianity: Sundays ongoing now through 

November 10, 8:45 a.m., room 113. 

� Following Christ Today: Sundays, starting 
November 17, 10:45 a.m., room 218. This 32-week 
class is the revised former Basic Christianity Class 
with a renewed focus on learning to follow Jesus 
today as His disciples in this fallen world. Whether 
you are a brand-new Christian or have been a 
believer for many years, you will gain valuable, life-
changing insights f rom this class. 

 

Classes taught by Pastor Ron Matsuda. Fliers 
available in the Narthex or contact the office to 
register. You can join at any time. 

�  Job Club 
Every other Thursday, 6:30 — 7:30 p.m., room 113 
(by the kitchen). Next meeting is October 17. Open 
to anyone as well as the entire community who are 
in the job transition process. We address whatever 
questions attendees have at the moment — 
whether it be how to effectively network; write a 
resume which will stand out; or interview with 
conf idence. Our message is: Our Lord planted 
wonderful gifts in each one of us. Identifying these 
gif ts, acknowledging their source, and 
communicating them into our vocations and 
services to the community will help us live our 
purpose. We welcome you to join our meetings for 
information and networking opportunities. You can 
also help us mentor and offer insights. Invite 
anyone you know who may be interested. For more 
information contact Stacia Kato at: 
staciakato@gmail.com or Debbie Nakata at: 
debbienakata@gmail.com. 

NOVEMBER 

� NO Friday Night Youth on Friday, November 1 as 
it is the weekend of  the Youth Leaders’ Retreat. 

� Daylight Savings Ends Sunday, November 3. Fall 
BACK one hour! 

� High School Epicenter Nov. 8, Community Hall. 
� KidZone Friday, November 8 will be in rooms 250 & 

251 due to the Sr. High Epicenter. 
� GVBC Bilingual Saturday Services 

Saturday, November 9, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. Every 
second Saturday of  the month. Refreshments served 
in Room 201 af ter the service. Everyone welcome. 
For more info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676, 
eiji@gvbc.net. 

� Classes offered at GVBC —12:30-4:30 p.m. 
Sunday, November 17, 101, 301 - Part 1, and 401 
Sunday, November 24, 301 - Part 2 

� Thanksgiving Sunday Services November 24. 

Bring your Operation Christmas Child boxes [NOTE: 
NO parking in Pacif ic Square because of  
Thanksgiving shoppers. Please park at our Union 
Bank parking lot on 158th & Western]. 

� Office Closed Thanksgiving Thursday & Friday, 
November 28 & 29. 

� Workday/Christmas Decorating Saturday, 
November 30. Volunteers needed. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

� First Sunday of Advent December 1 
� All-church Christmas Potluck Sun., Dec. 1, 5pm 

KidZone 

Friday Night Activities 
7:00 — 8:30 p.m. Community Hall  

Oct. 18       Photo Scavenger Hunt 
Oct. 25       Volleyball/Balloon Ball 
Thursday, Oct. 31 Harvest Festival 5:30 — 7:30 p.m. 
 

Contact Susan Wakuta., ext. 689, susan@gvbc.net. 

NOTE: Harvest Festival Guidelines 

In order to provide a safe environment for our children 
and families, Gardena Valley Baptist Church implements 
the following guidelines:  

• The Harvest Festival is for children 5th grade (~10 
years old) and younger and their families. Older 
siblings may accompany their younger siblings. 

• Full-face masks are not allowed. 
• Realistic replications of guns or other weapons are not 
allowed. 

• Provocative clothing or scary costumes are not 
allowed. 

• Shoes or footwear having wheels are not allowed. 
• Live animals are not allowed (except certif ied service 
animals). 

It is the discretion of the Registration Team and Guest 
Relations to interpret the appropriateness of any of the 
above mentioned items. These items may be stored at 
the registration table and picked up at the time of exiting 
the festival. If guests choose not follow these guidelines, 
they may be asked to leave the campus. 

Thank you so much for your cooperation and partnership 
in making this an awesome experience for the children. 

G.V.B.C. Children’s Ministry  
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Issue 21 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, November 6. 
Hard copies will then be available in the Narthex and Community Hall. 
All articles should be submitted by Sunday, November 3. 

The Spirit is copyrighted © 2013 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, 
(310)323-5683, FAX: (310)768-2783, Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-
5683, ext. 0, Editor: Susan J. Shelley, ext. 673, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 9:00am—5:00pm. The Spirit is published twice a 
month to keep members and friends informed of programs of the church and to report news about GVBC and its people. 
Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to editing and/or postponement. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!  Our annual Harvest Festival is coming. This is an opportunity to partner with one 
another to provide a safe environment for children and families to enjoy the fall festivities and show the love 
of  Christ within our community. Last year we serviced over 443 children and their families! 

We’d appreciate it if  each family could contribute 1 to 2 bags of individually wrapped candy (unopened bags 
please). Candy will be collected in the brown box in the Narthex on any Sunday, beginning October 6 
through October 27. You can also bring your donations to the church office during the week. Place them in 
the large plastic container marked “Harvest Festival” next to Jan’s desk (f irst desk facing you as you enter 
the off ice). We will also need about 300 very small, squat pumpkins (4-5 inches in size). 

WE NEED MANY VOLUNTEERS to help with setup, clean-up, booth breakdown, candy distribution, 
costume preparation, distribution and laundering, welcoming guests, security, and traff ic control. 

Setup will be Wednesday, October 30, starting at 4:00 p.m. On Thursday, October 31, doors close at 7:30 
p.m., however, the booths will remain open until 8:00 p.m. to allow the children enough time to visit the 
booths. 

If  you, your whole family, your community group, or ministry are interested in helping, sign up in the 
Courtyard af ter the worship services or pick up a f lier in the Narthex or put it in Susan’s mail box in the off ice. 

For more information contact Susan Wakuta, ext. 684, email: susan@gvbc.net. 

Once again we are preparing to participate in Operation 
Christmas Child. This is a Christmas shoebox gif t project 
started in 1993 by Samaritan’s Purse. Last year, a major 
milestone was reached when the 100 millionth shoebox 
was delivered. This is a strategic way to share the 
Gospel with children in various countries, worldwide. 
Last year, boxes f rom GVBC were shipped to Panama 
and the Philippines. 

Brochures and boxes available in the Narthex starting 
Sunday, October 20. 

The shoeboxes, filled with various toys and other items, 
will be distributed through local overseas churches. Each 
child will also receive a colorful Gospel booklet titled The 
Greatest Gift of All in their appropriate language. Also, 
there is a follow-up program known as The Greatest 

Journey of  evangelism and discipleship to help the 
children in their spiritual journey. If  you have a shoebox 
at home, you can gif twrap your own box if  desired. Or, 

 
 NEW Online Giving Funds Have Been Added 
Check it out through our website at www.gvbc.net, “Give.” 

LO
O
K 

N
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Operation Christmas Child Gift Boxes Available 
BY LINDA HAYASHI 

you can purchase a plastic shoebox which turns into a 
useful gift later. 

Have fun f illing the shoeboxes with items such as: small 
toys, school supplies, hygiene items, candy, and a 
personal note. Please refer to the brochure in the 
Narthex for additional suggestions and also for what 
NOT to pack. This is a wonderful project for families or 
small groups. The shopping and packing of the boxes 
can be a great teaching opportunity. Af ter the boxes are 
f illed, please include a $7.00 per box donation to help 
cover shipping and other project expenses. There is also 
the option to give online at www.samaritanspurse.org/
occ and you can track the destination of  your specific 
box. Please place a rubber band around each f illed 
shoebox. 

Shoeboxes will be collected on Thanksgiving Sunday, 
November 24 during both worship services. 

WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED: HARVEST FESTIVAL 
VOLUNTEETS & CANDY DONATIONS 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31 
5:30 — 7:30 P.M. 
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Gardena Valley Baptist Church 
1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 

 

 

Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

Daniel Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Youth, ex t. 681 

Eiji Osato , Associate Pastor  — Nichigo , ext. 676 

James Chang , Assis tan t Pasto r — Neighbo rhood, ex t. 682 

Annette Kakimo to, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Developmen t, ex t. 680 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Layne Wakuta, Pasto ral In tern  — Middle School,ex t.684  

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children ’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

Michelle Koga — Nursery Director  (pt)  

J.J . Frey — Worship Coo rdinator  (pt)  

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tan t, ext. 675  

Jan  Magnani, Secretary, ex t. 671 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo  Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt)  

Aubrey  Matsunami, Chris tian Educ. Secretary , ext. 678 (pt)  

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor , ext. 673 (pt)  

Kevin Hatashi ta, Main tenance Asst. ( pt)  

Socorro  “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

Kevin Maeda, Main tenance Ass t. (pt)  

Gerald  Mayewaki, Main tenance-AV Asst. (pt)  

Andrew Sunada, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

�Nichigo  Japanese-speaking Service@10:45am Sanctuary  
 
 

Sunday, October 20/Right Hand of Fellowship 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Real Forgiveness 

 

Sunday, October 27/Pastoral Appreciation 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Real Forgiveness 

 

Sunday, November 3/Communion 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Real Forgiveness 

 

Sunday, November 10/Election Meeting 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Real Forgiveness 

 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Room 206. 

 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 
THURSDAY, 
OCTOBER 31 

5:30 — 7:30 P.M. 

If  you are not forgiving, you are not forgiven. 
— Pastor Steve Langley 


